
President’s Message
It has been a wonderful and busy 
first half of the year.  We had an 
admirable turn out to our mid-year 
reception and I think everyone 
had fun with the drawling for the 
door prizes. I would like to thank 
everyone for their help in making 
this a continued success. A spe-

cial warm thank you to Don Hendricks for getting the 
door prizes and refreshments. 

I attended AIA in Nashville, TN in April. This was my 
first time to attend and it was quite a convention.  It 
was held at the Opryland Hotel, which is not only 
huge but beautiful. Marty Brown, our AIA liaison did 
an awesome job of getting a high profile booth site, 
which was right outside the doors to the ballroom 
where all of the meeting were held. Great Job Marty!  
They had around 595 attendees this year and Mar-
ty and I did our best to “meet & greet”. There were 
many interesting speakers and of course our own, 
Paul Leonard was the outgoing president. 

I know that Tommy Cook and company have been 
working hard to put together a wonderful Annual 
Conference for all of us in New Orleans. The details 
are included with this newsletter. I am certain that it 
will be a great way for us all to celebrate 50 years of 
excellence with the Organization. I was trying to talk 
Tommy into spreading the rumor that we were giving 
away a new Jeep Wrangler at this conference but 
I don’t think he took me very seriously.  I am work-
ing on some door prizes but they won’t quite be that 
great. I hope to see a majority of all of you there. It 
is our best time to really share and learn together. 
If you are interested in helping sponsor this event it 
would be sincerely appreciated and you can contact 
Tommy Cook or myself for details.

I know what thing I would like to hear from the advi-

sory committee and that is are the companies mov-
ing towards wanting all of our reports and informa-
tion sent electronically? In the past, I have always 
mailed a hard copy and only sent follow up informa-
tion via email. I know I speak for a lot of us in saying 
that meeting the changing needs of our customers is 
of upmost importance. 

In any case, I am excited about New Orleans and I 
look forward to seeing all of you soon.

See you in New Orleans, 
Hope Alexander 
OFA 141

*I would like to take a moment to thank everyone 
who contributed to this newsletter. I keep asking for 
articles and this time quite a few of you really came 
through. Thanks!

On a personal note, I had the immense pleasure  
of attending a beautiful wedding in Texas in June.  I 
think the picture below says it all:

 
 
 
 

Congratulations 
Brian & Ruthie Smith!!!
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OFA 50th Annual Conference, New Orleans, Louisiana 
September 17th - 20th, 2008

HOTEL MONTELEONE

Dear Members, Co-pilots, Associates and Friends of OFA,

Come and help us celebrate our golden anniversary of OFA Conferences.  Let us show you New Orleans !   It’s been said 
that the French Quarter begins in the lobby of Hotel Monteleone on Royal Street.  For 120 years this grand lady has been 
welcoming guests to New Orleans and now she welcomes you.

We have been able to get affordable room rates and upgrades for you.  Please make your hotel and Conference reservations 
as soon as possible so we can get accurate counts for the various functions and transportation.

Golfers will depart for the TPC Louisiana Golf Club at 10:00 AM. They will enjoy a beautiful but challenging course with a 
box lunch included. We will have a casual OFA Welcome reception on Wednesday evening with Hors d’oeuvres and drinks.  
There will still be time for you to go out for more food (if you are still hungry) or a chance to hear some good New Orleans 
jazz. The Hospitality Suite will be open for those who just want to visit.

Continental breakfast each morning in The Riverview Room

On Thursday, the ladies will have a tour of the Garden District and a tour through New Orleans’s oldest and most 
historically significant cemetery with lunch following at Commander’s Palace.

Thursday event is the Presidential Reception and Presidential Banquet.  Dress is coat and tie for men and suit or dressy 
dresses for the ladies.  Just remember, it can still be VERY HOT in Louisiana at that time.  

Friday meetings for the members.  Ladies have a free day to shop, take a walking tour or buggy ride.  

Royal Street is lined with antique shops and galleries.  Just a stroll away from the hotel is a wonderful Mardi Gras Exhibit 
at the Presbytere, Jackson Square, Historical and Architectural attractions, Aquarium of the Americas, Insectarian, 
Mississippi Riverfront and “everything New Orleans”.  

On Friday night you will have a casual dinner in our country’s official National World War II Museum.  Being in this unique 
venue will be one of the highlights of your trip.  The food will be a sampling of Louisiana fare.

Saturday, September 20, 2008, closed business meeting in the morning, followed by hosted lunch for everyone; with 
installation of new officers and highlights of the 2009 Conference.

Commercial flights arrive at the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport, about 11 miles from the hotel. 
Transportation to the hotel is available by shuttle bus, taxi or limousine.

Special arrangements have been made with Million Air of New Orleans (KNEW). All ramp and parking fees have been 
waived and they will also give a .20 discount on fuel. Just inform the lineman you are with the Organization Of Flying 
Adjusters. Taxi or Limo service is available from Lakefront Airport to the hotel.

An overnight inshore fishing trip, (for an added fee of course), has been arranged for those who sign up and want to extend 
their trip.

Following the Saturday luncheon those interested will drive down to Cocodrie, Louisiana for inshore fishing. We have 
made arrangements with local guides to take anglers out for Redfish and Speckle trout. Included in the trip will be dinner 
Saturday night, lodging and the fishing trip Sunday. We will return to the hotel late Sunday afternoon.

SO “COME ON DOWN” WE WANT YOU HERE FOR OUR 50TH CONFERENCE ANNIVERSARY.

Tommy, Kathy and Corinne Cook 
2008 Conference Chairpersons

See schedule on page 8
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The OFA Midyear Meeting 
Was Held In Addison, Texas.

Collaged on these pages are a few snapshots from the event.



page 5



I1. Martin V. Clingwall, V.P. C.I.P.
(604) 589-1121
Brouwer Claims Canada & Co. LTD
#102 – 15290 – 103A Ave. 
Surrey, BC, Canada V3R 7A2

I3. Ismael (Tony) Roque, Jr.
(787) 764-2485
Continental Claims Service, Inc.
500 M. Rivera Local 15 PMB 153
San Juan, PR 00918-3349

14. John W. Axe
(512) 346-3094
Axe Adjusters
2503 Manana Street
Austin, TX 78730

19. Drexel A. Scott
2103 Bent Tree Ct.
Round Rock, TX  78681-2213

51. H. Paul Golding
(949) 362-3676
H.P. Golding
John Wayne Airport
P.O. Box 16444
Irvine, CA 92623-6444

59. M.R. “Marty” Brown
(316) 722-7821
Providence Washington Aviation, LLC
655 Caddy Lane
Wichita, KS 67212

61. John R. Ashford
(903) 786-7301
John R. Ashford & Associates, Inc.
Grayson County Airport
98 Executive Hangar Drive
Denison, TX 75020

66. Marvin Rogge
(702) 631-9900
Rogge Insurance  
Services – Aviation
2830 N. Rancho Road, Suite A
Las Vegas, NV 89130

69. Bernard J. Coogan
(636) 745-0247
AIRCO Accident Investigation 
and Research Co.
P.O. Box 740, 203 Westwind 
Trail
Wright City, MO 63390

79. Donald H. Hendricks
(512) 255-2740
Don Hendricks & Assoc.
1501 Bluff Dr.
Round Rock, TX 78681

96. Harry D. Brooks
(770) 239-7432
6045 Atlantic Blvd.
Norcross, GA 30071

97. Joe W. Jones
(813) 623-1367
Florida Air Marine Adj.
6202 Brandon Circle
Riverview, FL  33569 (Tampa)

102. William L. Hall
(630) 932-0707
L.J. Shaw & Co.
1100 S. Main Street
Lombard, IL 60148-3979

104. Charles WM “Bill” Arnold
(619) 233-1096
Arnold & Arnold Inc.
2329 India Street
San Diego, CA 92101

106. Leo H. Howe
(314) 275-7077
Providence Washington Aviation, LLC
2343 Weldon Parkway
St. Louis, MO 63146-3207

108. Allen A. Ryan
(207) 284-2200
Ryan Insurance Services, Inc.
87 Landry Street
Biddeford, ME 04005-4332

116. James V. Stiger
(239) 498-1399
3410 Tralee Ct., #202
Bonita Spring, FL  34134

118. Robert Betts
(915) 544-8285
Betts Claims Service, Inc.
4150 Rio Brovo, Suite 103
El Paso, TX 79902

120. Thomas W. Cook
(225) 926-4090
Cook & Cook, Inc.
P.O. Box 15633
Baton Rouge, LA 70895

122. Kevin M. Olsen
(718) 748-0560
Kevin M. Olsen & Associates, Inc.
9728 Third Ave., Suite 545
Brooklyn, NY 11209

124. Frank E. Bristol
(505) 299-3090
Aviation Heavy Equipment 
Marine Claims
12016 Summer Ave.
Albuquerque, NM 87112

127. Monty P. Williams
(903) 482-6209
Williams Claims & 
Investigations
P.O. Box 974
Sherman, TX 75091-0974

129. Allen G. Plumley
(219) 663-7468
A.G. Plumley
1109 Erie Court
Crown Point, IN 46307

131. John Cooley 
(610) 996-9313
JW Cooley & Associates
1221 New Hampshire ane 
Downing, PA  19335

133. Chad Coogan
(636) 745-0247
AIRCO Accident Investigation 
and Research Co.
P.O. Box 740, 203 Westwind Trail
Wright City, MO 63390

134. Kenneth S. Harris
(623) 872-4930
Glendale Municipal Airport
6801 N. Glen Harbor Blvd. #202
Glendale, AZ 85307
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The membership of OFA is dedicated to 
the highest standard of professional ethics 
in handling aviation insurance claims, 
investigating causes of aircraft accidents 
objectively and promoting every aspect of 
air safety.
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136. Richard H. Dieckhoff
(305) 367-4790
Richard H. Dieckhoff, LLC
20 Grayvik Drive
Key Largo, FL 33037

138. Kevin D. Wyckoff, AIC
(907) 357-8000
Alaska Claims Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 871169
Wasilla, AK 99687

139. Keith G. Germscheid
(403) 228-9217
Brouwer Claims Canada 
(Alberta) Ltd.
Suite 302 , 1333 8th Street S.W.
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2R 1M6

141. Hope Alexander
(567) 712-2097
Aviation Adjusting Associates
416 Augusta Street
Elmore, OH 43416

142. Paul H. Leonard
(972) 447-2061
CTC Services Aviation (LAD Inc.)
16415 Addison Rd.  
Suite 800
Addison, TX 75001

143. John S. Young
(631) 285-6934
CTC Services Aviation (LAD Inc.)
990 S. 2nd Street Suite 6
Ronkonkoma, NY 11779

144. Robert R. Cole
(206) 772-9315
CTC Services Aviation (LAD Inc.)
901 Rainer Avenue N.  
Suite B201
Renton, WA 98055

146. Michael Littrell
(928) 443-0738
CTC Services Aviation 
(LAD Inc.)
414 Shalimar Drive
Prescott, AZ 86303

149. Russell Day
(314) 739-4526
CTC Services Aviation  
(LAD Inc.)
514 Earth City Expressway,  
Suite 241
Earth City, MO 63042

150. Steven M. Homenda
(407) 894-1634
CTC Services Aviation  
(LAD Inc.)
3555 Maguire Blvd.  
Suite #204
Orlando, FL 32803

152. David E. Gourgues
(407) 894-1634
CTC Services Aviation (LAD 
Inc.)
3555 Maguire Blvd. Suite 
#204
Orlando, FL 32803

154. Gilles Norbert
(450) 461-2603
McLarens-Brouwer
1470 Huet St.
St. Bruno, QC

155. Rex Thompson
(480) 586-4376
Claimtx Corp.
P.O. Box 28816
Scottsdale, AZ 85255
 
156. Eric J. Popper
(630) 932-0707
L.J. Shaw & Company
1100 South Main Street
Lombard, IL 60148-3979

158. Dean West
(425) 898-8500
PAC Northwest, Inc.
704 228th Ave. NE
Suite 335
Sammamish, WA  98074
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OFA 50th Annual 
Conference Schedule 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH
 10:00 Golfers depart 

 14:00 Registration opens Hospitality 

suite 945

 18:30 – 20:30 Reception Riverview

 20:30 – 22:30 Hospitality suite 945

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH
 07:30 – 09:00 Continental breakfast

 09:00 – 10:30 Closed business meeting 

(Advisory counsel also meeting)

 10:45 – 11:30 Joint meeting with advisory 

counsel

 11:30 – 13:00 Open lunch

 13:00 – 14:00 CIRRUS AIRCRAFT

 14:00 – 14:45 SUE HOFER

 15:00 – 16:00 TERRY HORTON, TCM

 16:00 – 17:30 TODD BATES, LAZER PAINT 

REMOVAL

 19:00 – 21:00 PRESIDENTS BANQUET

 21:00 – 22:00 HOSPITALITY SUITE OPEN

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH
 07:30 – 09:00 Continental breakfast

 09:15 – 10:00 DAVID FEIGELSON

 10:15 – 11:15 CIRRUS AIRCRAFT

 11:15 – 13:00 HOSTED LUNCH

 13:15 – 14:00 DON ANDERSON

 14:00 – 15:00 STEVE WENTWORTH

 15:00 – 15:15 BREAK

 15:15 – 16:15 GREG KEARLEY, OFFSHORE 

LOGISTICS

 16:15 – 17:15 BLOODBORN PATHENGEN 

RECERTIFICATION

 17:30 – 20:00 D-DAY MUSEUM

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2OTH
 07:30 – 09:00 Continental breakfast

 09:15 – 10:00 Closed business meeting

 11:30 – 13:30 Lunch and 2009 presentation

 14:30 Fishermen leave for Cocodrie 

fishing trip

The North Carolina 
Claims Manager’s Guide 
For the benefit of the members who were not present 

at the recent annual meeting, the 2007 Edition of The 
North Carolina Claims Manager’s Guide is now avail-
able which updates the previous versions that many 
members currently have.

This updated version is available on a complimentary 
basis. I would suggest that you have anyone who is in-
terested in receiving a copy of the book contact me by 
mail or e-mail, and we will be glad to provide updated 
copies.

The book contains a very detailed section on aviation 
law and claims, as well as sections dealing with prod-
ucts liability, spoliation of evidence, and specific claims 
handling requirements in North Carolina.

My mailing address is shown above. If someone pre-
fers to send me an e-mail, they can send it to my atten-
tion at info@deanandgibson.com or call me at 1 (800) 
849-2701.

I know that many members have copies of the pre-
vious edition of the book, and, hopefully, the updated 
version will be of assistance to them. If you need any 
further information, please feel free to give me a call. 
However, I felt that it might be helpful to include a short 
notice in the newsletter to let everyone know that the 
new book is available.

Very truly yours,

Rodnet Dean
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Remembering a Friend. . . 
Today, I attended the funeral of Nolan F. Carter, a 

friend of over 40 years.  It was a good funeral as far a 
funerals go; chapel services with poems, recollections 
of family, and music.   There was an overflowing crowd, 
more men then women.  He was recognized for his in-
nate goodness, yet with reservation, because he was 
also a difficult complex man who could  turn on a friend 
as quickly as a rattlesnake could strike, yet this was the 
same person who when a paraplegic friend was dying 
in a local hospital was able to gather up the officer’s  
who operated the El Pas Aviation Hall of Fame, and 
get the dying man inducted into the Hall of Fame, as 
the man had been a paraplegic pilot who performed 
aerobatics at air shows, while  flying an Ercoupe. 

Nolan was the consummate pilot, and did not fly an 
airplane but became part of it.  He would take a low 
time pilot, put him in the left seat and encourage him, 
always in a relaxed manner.  As a result, he introduced 
many pilots to real and practical flying .  During our 
years together, he  retrieved wrecked airplanes . When 
I contacted him to go to an accident site, I  went with 
him, and helped take the aircraft apart, and performed 
work required to retrieve the aircraft.  His helpers could 
be anyone at the airport, his kids, my kids, the airport 
bums- some of whom  were professionals, or anyone 
interested in aircraft.  He out Sawered “Tom”. He would 
put wrecks together with spit, 100 MPH tape, pop riv-
ets, straighten a prop, and then fly it where it needed to 
go.  He retrieved aircraft in Mexico (spoke fluent  Span-
ish), and had little tolerance for those who didn’t.  Af-
ter all, we lived on the border.  He had several aircraft 
accidents.  Once in Mexico after buying a wrecked 
airplane from a rancher, He and the rancher flew the 
aircraft from the crash site, when the rancher wanted 
to land at a nearby town and visit the cantina.  When 
Nolan explained to him the turbulence was increasing, 
he was called yellow. He immediately took the dare , 
landed and they went to the cantina.  After a time, they 
left, and sure enough the turbulence was such that the 
windshield popped  out, and he had to put the aircraft 
sideways in the trees, coming to a stop upside down.  
As they watched the aircraft burn, he solved another 
problem. He did not know if the rancher still owned the 
aircraft or if he owned it.  The rancher turned to him and 
said “Golly Nolan, Your airplane is plumb burning up”.  
It took them several days to walk out of the Sierra’s.  

Another time, he was flying from Gallup, NM to Bel-
en, NM..  The ceiling was lowering and then it snowed.  
He next found himself stopped on a mountain.  He had 
borrowed a battery from the F.B.O. in Gallup, and could 
only think about returning the battery.  He  took it out, 
climbed down the mountain to a dirt road, and a pickup 
with an Indian family came along, but would not stop.  

The pickup slowed way down and Nolan climbed in 
the bed and when they got to town, the pickup slowed 
again and Nolan got out. Can you imagine the thoughts 
of this Indian, when He saw this figure, in a snow storm 
carrying a battery, He probably thought it was a spirit. 

I had business in Silver City with one Charles Lind-
bergh, no, not that one, and we flew up in Troy Barnes, 
B model Bonanza..  Troy  had just changed the electric 
prop to a hydraulic prop, and  told Nolan before leaving 
that He needed to get the oil heated up and circulating  
before takeoff.  I was in the left seat and new to the 
Bonanza. Whiskey Creek was a dirt runway on top of 
a Mesa and fairly short.  During takeoff, the prop went 
from low to high pitch and we used all the runway, plus 
an overrun, that really was nothing but rocks. Nolan 
coached me all the way, keep the nose down, and build 
up speed, and then at the last second lift off, and then 
point the nose down until we had enough airspeed to 
fly.  Oh, when Troy told Nolan about the prop problems, 
Nolan told him, Troy, I know all about Bonanza’s and 
hydraulic props.  After that Nolan said, the next time 
Troy tells me anything, I am going to listen.   With all 
the wrecked  and questionable aircraft He flew, You 
would think that He would die in an aircraft accident; 
but that was not the case.  He drowned while on a fish-
ing trip.  He was in a boat with three people, when the 
wind came up, and the boat was capsized.  One per-
son who  was wearing a life jacked survived.  There  
apparently were no other life jackets in the boat. .  He 
was an avid fisherman but did not believe in catch and 
release.  His rule was catch and eat.  In addition  he 
was a good hunter.  He shot doves with a 410 ga.  while 
the rest of us used 12 and 20 ga..  Nolan was an Avia-
tion Machinist Mate in the Navy during WW II; having 
joined the Navy at age 16.

He pioneered the use of the Cessna 180 in Mexico, 
owning ten 180’s, and flying them 1000 hour per year. 
He flew for a number of companies , until He went into 
the aircraft salvage business.

His favorite airplanes were the Cessna 180, Beech-
craft Bonanza, and Beechcraft  Staggerwing.  At the 
time of his death, he owned a Staggerwing, which he 
had owned for  years. He intended to restore the air-
plane, but never found the time.  He also owned a C 
model Bonanza with tip tanks and bragged about fly-
ing nonstop to Northern California   using car gas. He 
once spent 7 years re-building a  staggerwing that had 
crashed, and that aircraft is flying today and is a gor-
geous example of aircraft rebuilding.  

Nolan F. Carter was 81 years of age, and   the phrase 
that most aptly describes Nolan was printed on the Fu-
neral program “He didn’t tell us how to live; he lived, 
and let us watch him do it.”

–Clarence Buddington, Kelland.
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What super bowl?
 This past week I had to buy another pilot logbook 
(#12), and while putting away #11 I pulled my old mili-
tary logs (both USMC and Air National Guard) and 
leafed through them.  One particular flight on January 
10, 1981 brought back the flood of memories.  I guess 
you could call this F105G low level mission, “What Su-
per Bowl?”  The 10th was Super Bowl Sunday, and it 
seemed like we had drill weekend on every Super Bowl 
Sunday.  

 In any event I was flying as the “Bear” in the rear 
cockpit of an F105G Wild Weasel with pilot, Jim Richen-
bach.  Jim was an excellent “stick” and a veteran of 
many “real” Wild Weasel missions over North Vietnam.  
To say that he was a good guy is an understatement.  

 Jim and I were tasked with flying a low level (100 feet 
agl at 600 knots – 10 miles a minute-makes the math 
easy) on a newly created low level (VR) route in South-
western Virginia.  This was a brand new route that the 
9th Air Force had allegedly flown before and assured 
the rest of the Air Force that it was indeed “safe” to fly 
this route centerline at 100 feet without hitting any fixed 
objects.  

 Jim and I departed Dobbins Air Force Base near At-
lanta, single ship.  Our trip up to Southwestern Virginia 
didn’t take long, and we routinely entered the route 
while descending to 100 feet and accelerating to 600 
knots.  In this scenario, the pilot flies the airplanes and 
looks outside, since a small misjudgment in this regime 
could be disastrous.  The Bear has a chart booklet with 
the route, times, turn points, fuel used and remaining 
and other pertinent information and he reads or talks 
the route to the pilot.  At a 100 feet and 600 knots things 
happen pretty fast and the backseater sounds like a 
used car sales or an auctioneer.  The chatter is rapid 
and if things go well it is pretty smooth.  After flying in 
the guard for 6 years, I knew almost every low level 
route by heart, but this was a new one that required us 
to be very careful, 

and we planned it like the “real thing.”  Typical com-
mentary from the backseater might go like this.”We are 
going to cross a four lane highway there will be a nar-
row bridge off to the right and sing crossing right to left 
the narail road track and highway north of the power 
lines and a small town straight ahead with a tall water 
tower in the center…”  You get the idea.

 The “meat” of this low-level involved flying down into 
a valley for several miles and then popping over a ridge 
at the far end, simulating a Shrike shot and then de-
scending over a lake.  We entered the valley unevent-
fully. This was about 3:00 or 4:00 in the afternoon and 
we were looking at the bright late afternoon January 
sun being reflected off of newly fallen snow.  In other 
words, the visibility wasn’t perfect.  Per usual, things 
were happening pretty fast and I cautioned that there 

were power lines ahead (they were on the chart), and, 
as expected, Jim said, ”I got ‘em”. And at that moment 
the airplane yawed violently to the left, and I heard an 
explosion. The left wing was covered with fuel vapor 
(which I thought might have been smoke).  Jim yelled 
something about his mother, and I yelled did we hit the 
power line?  Jim replied, “Hell no the power lines go 
down into the valley and we were at least a hundred 
feet above them”. 

 The airplane was controllable and we instinctively 
slowed down and started a steep climb out of the valley 
and up to a reasonable ejection altitude.  I called an-
other squadron airplane located about 100 miles south 
and asked him to join up and give us a look-see to 
find out what kind of damage the aircraft had suffered. 
A few minutes later we rendezvoused with our now 
wingman at 10,000 feet, while heading back towards 
toward Atlanta. The crew in the other plane described 
the damaged to our aircraft as, “…the left external drop 
tank is nearly missing and there is a large 7 to8 foot 
gash in the fuselage, a gash in the wing leading edge 
above the tank and on the leading edge of the stabila-
tor.  You are not leaking anything…”  

 We instructed our wingman to move a beam several 
hundred feet and we slowed to 250 knots (the gear 
speed) and extended the landing gear.  Prior to that 
Jim and I had decided to eject if the airplane became 
uncontrollable when the gear was extended.  Fortu-
nately, the airplane seemed normal, and we flew back 
to Atlanta and landed using the arresting gear  (One of 
the few times an F105 used the arresting gear at Dob-
bins Air Force Base).  Personally, I was glad to be on 
the ground.  

 After being marshaled into a parking spot, and as 
we climbing out of the airplane, several blue Air Force 
cars skidded to stop in front of the bird.  The wing 
commander (a two star) yelled that,”… the phones are 
ringing off the hook.  You SOB’s are in trouble”.  The 
safety officer was a bit more understanding, and I was 
amazed to see that the first half of left drop tank was 
completely gone.  The fuselage, indeed, had suffered a 
large gash, and luckily no fuel, hydraulic or pneumatic 
lines had been damaged.  The leading edge of the left 
wing and stabilator also had  large gashs.  

 Richenbach and I were wisked into a debriefing room, 
and my charts were confiscated to be used as Exhibit 
1 against us.  I was startled at the attitude of the wing 
commander and how we were immediately guilty of 
poor airmanship or something worse.  After the debrief, 
and while drinking a cold beer, the two star walked up 
and said, “Congratulations, you have knocked out the 
power to half of Pulaski, Virginia on Super Bowl Sun-
day”.  I mumbled that I wasn’t going to lose any sleep 
over it and the general, who didn’t like former Marines 
anyway, shot back with a  string of  threatening exple-
tives that I considered to be a badge of honor. 



 To make this long story short, Jim and I were eventu-
ally exonerated.  We hit a static line (newly installed) 
that was about 120 feet above a power line that we did 
indeed fly over.  The power line was depicted on the 
chart; however, the static line was not. The static line 
went directly across the valley, from ridge top to ridge 
top, but the power line, as is typical, drooped into the 
valley and was safe to fly over.  The new static line 
was very difficult to see due to the sun angle and the 
snow.  Additionally, it was only three quarters of an inch 
thick and the 9th Air Force Crew who allegedly flew the 
route a couple of days earlier were higher than 100’ (or 
they flew under the static line).  

 Had we been about four feet lower, Jim would have 
been decapitated and I guess I now be a part of the 
flora in the forest in Pulaski County, Virginia.  

 I never heard from anybody who missed the Super 
Bowl in Pulaski, but many of the citizens knew about 
the F-105that knocked out their power. The also had no 
trouble finding the phone number for Dobbins AFB.

 Most of us have handled claims involving wire strikes.  
This incident in my career has always made me a bit 
empathetic with the unfortunate pilot who misjudges 
his altitude or simply does not see the cable or tower. 

 I hope to see everybody in New Orleans in Septem-
ber.  

 By the way, I made it home in time to see the game.

Harry D. Brooks, OFA ‘96

2008 OFA Officers
I want to correct an 

error on the 2007 annual 
conference sponsorship 
list. It was supposed 
to say Aero Records and 
Title Co. Sorry, Stephan 
for any inconvenience 
this might have caused. 
Without our sponsors, 

we definitely could NOT put together the 
conferences! 

Also if you are not getting a newsletter 
or you have recently moved, please email 
me your contact information so that we 
can get you on the mailing list. 

Oshkosh is next week and I look for-
ward to catching up with friends.  So 
hopefully I see some of you soon!

Tailwinds, 
Hope Alexander 
Editor 
OFA 141, OH
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President 
Hope Alexander

OFA 141
416 Augusta Street
Elmore, OH  43416 

Past President 
Monty P. Williams

OFA 127
P.O. Box 974

Sherman, TX  75091-0974

President Elect  
Kenneth S. Harris

OFA 134
6801 N. Glen Harbor Blvd., #202

Glendale, AZ  85307

Secretary 
Chad Coogan

OFA 133
PO Box 740

Wright City, MO  63390

Treasurer 
Robert Betts

OFA 118
4150 Rio Bravo. Suite #103

El Paso, TX  79902

Executive Secretary 
Donald H. Hendricks 

OFA 79
1501 Bluff Dr.

Round Rock, TX  78681

Membership Chairman 
Allen A. Ryan

OFA 108
87 Landry St.

Biddeford, ME  04005-4332

Conference Chairman 
Thomas W. Cook

OFA 120
P.O. Box 15633

Baton Rouge, LA  70895

FOR SALE
Used OFA 1196 Fujitsu Laptop

Computer Serial #6Y113548 with CD-ROM, 
CA1007-0750 - Laptop 

AC Adapter, Floppy
Adapter Unit -P/N FPCFDA01

NMB Keyboard 
Mode: RT2257TWR Serial #2221-002

Rev.C1 & Logtech Mouse
Serial #LZA72466648.

Note: This laptop is in good condition, 
but it can not be connected to new printers. 

The manufactures have changed 
the connection ports.

MAKE AN OFFER

Contact President 
Hope Alexander or

Don Hendricks, 
Executive Secretary



Hope Alexander 
Aviation Adjusting Associates 
416 Augusta Street 
Elmore, OH 43416
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